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Dear Binghamton Families, 
Thank you so much for making my first official year as superintendent so memorable. 
Looking back at this year, I realize together how much this district has accomplished. 
With a new district mission, vision and set of goals, our school community began the 
year with a renewed sense of commitment and optimism. 
Arming Students With Skills, Self-Direction 
One of our district goals is to make sure all students have the necessary skills and self-
direction to enter college or start a career. Our teachers and faculty work daily to teach 
and reinforce what are referred to as “soft-skills;” learning how to best communicate an 
idea, teamwork, thinking deeply about an issue, and engaging with work with a positive 
outlook. These characteristics are reinforced through each building’s Positive Behavior 
and Intervention System and are supported through the district’s newly adopted code of 
conduct. 
We have also began to change the way students interact with each other and information 
through the district’s one-to–one technology initiative. Providing all students access to 
a mobile tablet began this year in grades 5 and 6. Next year the program will expand to 
include fourth, seventh and eighth grade students. Our students also worked with apps 
and processes that allow our students to collaborate with each other, and have access to 
new material. 
Graduation Rate a Priority 
Another district goal is to make sure that all students graduate. Successful completion 
of high school begins when students first enter school. We have seen growth across 
the district in academic performance. In grades K-8, across each grade level there was 
between a 9 to 18 percent increase at the end of the year in the number of students who 
are reading above grade level. In mathematics, a 9 to 34 percent  increase was seen in 
first through eighth-grade students performing on grade-level. This year, 320 students 
graduated from the senior class: 133 graduated with high honors. This means that 
they completed their course work with a GPA of 87 or higher. Sixty-seven graduated 
with a Regent’s diploma with advanced distinction. Over 100 students graduated Rod 
Serling Fine Arts distinction, 27 with Project-Lead the Way certification and 12 with a 
diploma from either the full International Baccalaureate degree or from the International 
Baccalaureate Career-Related Program. 214 graduates will be attending a 2 or 4 year 
college program. Nine students will be joining our armed forces and giving back to our 
country. At our Senior Awards night, we had over 90 seniors who were honored with 
scholarships. The entire senior class has completed over 4,000 hours of community 
service. Indeed, it was a year full of academic accomplishments. 
Safe and Structured Environment 
Another district goal is to provide safe and structured environments that ensure students’ 
academic, social and emotional well-being. With the capital budget being passed, with 
a large majority we will take the next steps to move forward to enhance our facilities. 
Construction will begin next summer at the high school for the new vestibule area and 
cafeteria and Thomas Jefferson will see construction in their entrance area and in the 
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gymnasium. The entrance to Benjamin Franklin Elementary 
school, along with the early childhood classrooms, will also 
be remodeled. A plan has been put into place so that all school 
building entrances will be reconfigured within the next three years 
to provide additional safety measures. Additionally, this work will 
be accompanied by improvements to our technology infrastructure 
across all buildings, except the newly built MacArthur, and energy 
performance improvements. 
Embracing Our Diversity 
Another district goal is to embrace diversity in all its forms. 
Throughout the year, every employee underwent culturally 
inclusive education training, to learn about our diverse students 
and their families. The staff took part in poverty simulations to 
learn about situations that our students and their families may 
have experienced. Our staff also learned about resilience and how 
it plays a role in education so they can support the needs of our 
students. 
Engaging Stakeholders 
Communication has been key this year. One of the goals was to 
engage all stakeholders in the district. One of the ways we have 
increased our engagement was by redesigning the district website. 
The new website is now ADA compliant and accessible to those 
with disabilities. It also features up-to-date information in an easy 
to use format. We now have a new custom mobile app that allows 
push notifications to be sent to subscribers. A communications 
chart has been developed that outlines how each means of 
communication is being used so our community can be informed 
consumers. 
Increasing forms of reciprocal communication has also been an 
area of focus. We have been keeping families more involved 
with what is going on in the classrooms through the use of social 
media. In two short years, our Facebook page has grown to be the 
second most followed school district page in the area. We also 
launched the hashtag #BPatriotProud for Twitter. This allowed 
students, parents and teachers to share what was going on around 
the district in real time. To increase parent and community 
voice in establishing opportunities and supports for students, we 
had four community-based task forces meeting: The Athletic 
Taskforce, Fine Arts Taskforce, Family Engagement Taskforce 
and Attendance Taskforce. Each taskforce took on challenges and 
worked to create solutions. The Athletic Taskforce is exploring 
ways to expand opportunities for youth to be involved in our 
programs and the processes used to sustain and improve quality 
programing. The Fine Arts Taskforce expanded the dance program 
for the Rod Serling School of Fine Arts, brought “Arts In Action” 
to our elementary schools and realized additional summer camp 
opportunities. You can read more about Arts in Action on page 16. 
The Family Engagement Taskforce culminated with a plan to 

establish a family-friendly resource book and a Parent University 
program. And, we have started using the SafeArrival attendance 
monitoring system which allows our families an easier way to 
report and respond to absences, an outcome from the Attendance 
Task Force. 
This year has also been a banner year for leadership throughout 
the district. We started with several new board of education 
members, administrators, teachers, aides and support staff. Two 
administrators retired which resulted in a re-organization of 
positions and the joining of new administrators to our district 
team. Warm wishes to Director of Special Services, Annette 
Minarcin, who is retiring and will be replaced by BHS Assistant 
Principal, Tia Rodriguez. And congratulations to Associate 
Principal, Martin Klein, who is also retiring. This retirement, 
along with Mrs. Rodriquez’s move to Special Services provided 
an opportunity to put in to place two Associate Principal positions 
at BHS. They will be filled by Miriam Purdy and Dawne Anna-
Adams. Benjamin Franklin Elementary Principal, Suzanne 
Thomas, will be sharing her skills in Pupil Services and Assistant 
Principal, Kyle Skinner, will take over as the principal at Franklin. 
These changes have resulted in open assistant principal positions, 
which the district is working to fill this summer. 
I have truly enjoyed watching the class of 2018 lead this year. 
It was awe-inspiring to see student leaders grow as they engage 
in community-based issues. This year, the student government 
worked together to create a school-wide demonstration to show 
their support for the students of Parkland, Florida. Our students 
have also worked with the county legislature to develop student 
leadership positions in the community. On page 16, you will read 
how our middle school students provided insight into potential 
improvement to our city. Providing our students with additional 
opportunities to have a voice and lead in our community will be 
an area of focus this coming year. 
It’s exciting to look back at the year and see all that we have 
accomplished. We couldn’t have done it without the support of 
the entire BCSD family. I’m proud and humbled to be serving as 
this incredible district’s leader, where everyone works to educate, 
empower and challenge our students. I look forward to working 
with you to make the Binghamton City School District a premier 
public school district in the 2018-2019 school year. 

With Patriot Pride, 

Dr. Tonia Thompson 
Superintendent of Schools 
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Tasteof 
Broadway 

Showcases Singers and Desserts

E M P  W E R  

It was another sold-out year for Binghamton High School’s “I’m thrilled to see how many people come to our events 
“A  Taste of Broadway Dessert Cabaret.” More than 20 high who may not necessarily have students in the district,” he 
school vocalists performed Broadway show tunes in the high said. “Community members come to the cabaret looking for 
school’s main cafeteria for family and community members. a wonderful musical experience and I think they leave very 
Lawrence Kassan, coordinator of special events and theater for impressed with our students.” Another aspect of the cabaret 
the district, said the cabaret performance serves many purposes. is to showcase the culinary arts department at BHS. Deborah 
“Not every student gets a leading role in the school musical Prince, family and consumer science teacher, said she, along 
or an opportunity to perform a solo number,” he said. “The with her colleague, Ashley Wannermeyer, supervise more 
cabaret allows all students an opportunity to showcase what than 50 students in the culinary arts program who prepare, 
they can do with a solo performance.” Kassan said that, garnish and serve at the event. One of the desserts was an 
because students audition for the cabaret, it also gives him and angel food cake with white chocolate mousse topped with 
musical director Ariana Koniuto insight into upcoming talent macerated strawberries and blueberries. As the event poster 
for future productions, adding that a cabaret performance is states, it is truly “an evening of musical theater for the soul 
different than performing in a large-scale stage musical. and scrumptious desserts for the tummy!” At the finale, the 
“It’s a more intimate setting and you have much more announcement was made regarding next school year’s drama 
contact with the audience,” he said. “The singers really have and musical performances. In the fall, students will perform 
to engage the audience and sell their song. The cabaret is a “Almost Maine.” In the spring, the musical will be “The 
great opportunity for our audiences to see the many talented Addams Family.” 
performers here at the Rod Serling School of Fine Arts, up For updates on these and other fine arts events, please visit the 
close,” Kassan said. Fine Arts Calendar located on the district app. 
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BHS Alumna performs 
at Carnegie Hall 
BHS Alumna Jenni Bank graduated 
in 2002 and, in that short time, she has 
already made a name for herself as a 
world-renowned opera singer who has 
recently performed at Carnegie Hall in 
New York City. 

As soon as Bank received the phone call 
about the performance, she immediately 
called her parents. Jenni Bank 
“The performance landed on Father’s Day, so I can’t think of a 
better present I could have given to my dad,” Bank said. 

The BHS alumna made her debut on June 17 as the mezzo 
soloist for Haydn’s “Lord Nelson Mass” and Schubert’s “Mass 
No. 4 in C” in a Mid-America Productions concert with the 
New England Symphonic Ensemble. 

Just before her concert, she played Mrs. Twist in the U.S. 
premiere of “Brokeback Mountain” with the New York City 
Opera. 

Bank and her family moved to Binghamton’s South Side 
when she was 3 years old. Bank said her time studying at BHS 
prepared her for her professional career. 

“I had such amazing support from everyone at BHS,” she said. 
“I got to perform so much and had wonderful guidance and 
help from the entire Rod Serling School of Fine Arts faculty.” 

Bank said it’s important for students to learn about the 
opportunities that are available to them at BHS. 

“I think the best thing you can do while in high school is to 
grab every possible opportunity to perform - choir, musicals, 
dance, theater - and just get as comfortable as possible with 
being on stage,” she said. “Talk to the faculty about singing 
opportunities, volunteer to sing at every school function and 
around town, and try to find a really good teacher.” 

After graduating from BHS, Bank had her pick of the 
top music schools in the country. She chose the Peabody 
Institute at Johns Hopkins University in Baltimore, the oldest 
conservatory in the United States. 

She made her debut with Seattle Opera. Her performing 
credits include the following venues and organizations: Hawaii 
Opera Theatre, Knoxville Opera, Bard Music Festival, the 
L.A. Philharmonic, BBC Symphony, the Oslo Opera House, 
and the Royal Stockholm Philharmonic, Opera Theatre of St. 
Louis, Florentine Opera Company, and Baltimore Concert 
Opera. Last year, Bank was honored as a Distinguished 
Graduate at Binghamton High School. 

Project Lead the Way 
leads alumnus to 
London 
Class of 2005 graduate Corey VanWoert is, today, 
working in London for a UK-based energy company, 
building large, grid-scale energy storage systems. VanWoert 
is an innovation project 
manager, working on the 
software analytics side of 
projects. He said his time at 
Binghamton High School 
prepared him for his career. 

“I had four years of amazing 
teachers that got me excited 
about learning and striving 
to be better every day,” 
VanWoert said. “I got a 
world-class education that 
thoroughly prepared me for 
college and the work force. 
I wouldn’t trade it for the 
world” 

During his time at BHS, he was involved in the International 
Baccalaureate Program, AP classes and Project Lead the 
Way. 

“Project Lead the Way is what got me interested in 
engineering and why I chose an engineering degree at 
university,” he said. 

He also competed for the Patriots varsity swim team where 
he made valuable friendships that lasted past high school. 

“I’ll always remember my time on the swim team with 
Coach Zembek,” he said. “I’m still really good friends with 
everyone on the team.” 

VanWoert said students in high school should find things 
they are passionate about. 

“Keep an open mind and focus on the problems you want to 
solve in the world,” he said. “There will be time for money 
and careers soon, but find things that you’re passionate 
about and want to spend your time doing. Plan for your 
future, but don’t forget about all the fun, learning, and 
growth that’s happening at every moment.” 

BHS PLTW teacher Marta 

Gaska with Corey Vanwoert
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Water
WALK
 
This past spring, West Middle 
School students made an impact on the 
world. By engaging in a service learning 
project they called “A Walk to Water,” 
the students worked to raise more than 
$3,000 to be used in the construction of 
a well near a school in Africa. 
The entire well project costs in the 
neighborhood of $5,500, but the West 
kids’ efforts have the ball rolling, 
according to Sarah McLachlan, 
challenge enrichment specialist at West. 
“The students educated their peers, 
and they worked to raise the funds,” 
McLachlan said. Punctuating the project 
was a symbolic walk on May 18, during 
which the involved West students 
trekked about 1.3 miles from their 
school, around Recreation Park, and 
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back to school, while each carried a full 
gallon of water.  
“One of the interesting things about 
the students doing the actual walk, it 
was kind of a reality check for them,” 
McLachlan said. “After a distance it 
started to click for some of them. Once 
they got to the first water stop, it was 
real for them.”  
The funds raised will build a well, 
latrines and a hygiene facility near a 
school in Malawi, Africa. 

She said that, in such remote African 
locations, people walk five to six hours, 
round-trip, to retrieve water. Sometimes, 
it’s not even clean.  
“And there’s no real education when 
it comes to water-borne disease,” 
McLachlan said. Still, raising awareness 
here in the states allows an entry-point 
for such discussions, she said. For 
example, West eighth-grader Natalie 
Taylor saw the project’s value.  
“I loved being a part of the water walk. 
It was important for us to actually carry 
the water to experience what kids our 
age go through every day, just to be 
able to have something we consider so 
basic,” said Taylor. “I was very proud of 
all my classmates and friends. I feel like 
drawing attention to things like this help 

to make the world a smaller and better 
place.”  
Over the past 10 years, 550,000 
students across the United States have 
participated in H2O for Life service 

learning projects.” These students have 
raised $3.2 million, which has been 
matched by program partners for a total 
impact of $6.4 million, to provide safe 
water and sanitation for nearly 300,000 
students in the developing world. 

For more information about such efforts: 
https://www.h2oforlifeschools.org/page/about 

https://www.h2oforlifeschools.org/page/about
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BCS Foundation Awards More 
than $31,000 in Grants 
The Binghamton City Schools Foundation grant program provides funding 
for teachers, staff members and students who submit a proposal for an educational 
program, project or activity that complements and supports the initiatives of the 
district and enhances the educational experiences of the students in the Binghamton 
schools. This year, the foundation distributed more than $31,000 in grants for 19 
projects. 

West Middle School science teacher Jeff Sabol applied for a grant for a wireless 
weather station that will be mounted on top of the middle school. It will be 
monitored by his students. He said the information about weather conditions will 
include current temperature, humidity, wind speed and direction, solar energy and 
lightning sense. 

Roosevelt Elementary teacher Mary Weyant applied for a grant to paint both the 
large and small playgrounds with games for the children to enjoy during lunchtime 
and recess. The paintings will include hopscotch, Twister, an obstacle course and 
four square. 

“The goal of this project is to engage students in physical activities that foster 
cooperation and teamwork,” Weyant said. “Our hope is that these new activities will 
promote interactive play for all students.” 

The competitive grant process looks for unique educational creativity, ingenuity and 
resourcefulness when identifying winners. For more information about the grant 
process, visit our webpage www.binghatmonschools.org. 
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Binghamton City Schools Foundation Awards 
Jeff Sabol    West Middle $2,200 Wireless Weather Station 
Jill Browne Franklin $1,360 Robotics STEM Kit 
Kim Wiggins MacArthur $2,700 Motor Lab 
Mary Weyant Roosevelt $1,078 Painting Playgrounds 
Ann Marie Bogart Coolidge $3,000 Get Moving and Growing at Recess! 
Kelly Rooney East Middle $1,000 East Middle School Garden 
Michelle Zaverton Franklin $2,000 Young Science Explorers Activity Labs 
Denise Whidden West Middle $2,000 Mentor Program Activities 
Nancy Bennett Franklin $550 Atrium Upgrade 
Tessa Pozzi- Morgan West Middle $2,000 West Middle School Garden 
Sarah McLachlan West Middle $1,028 Innovator’s Lab 
Ann Marie Bogart Coolidge $395 Home- to-School Reading Bags 
Dorine Severino Coolidge $444 Social Thinking Program 
Wendy Perrin Wilson $621 Adventures in Nonfiction 
Paula Grassi BHS $1,200 Transition Fair 
Jennifer Butts West Middle $600 Environmental Sustainability 
Dana Ingerson Wilson $1,950 Drum Circles 
Carolyn Wilczynski BHS $5,675 Science Club Continuation 
Michelle Zaverton Franklin $1,950 International Day Celebration CHALLENG E 

BHS Senior Takes  
Top Prize in State  
Championship 
BHS senior Isaiah Clarke won 1st  
place in the SkillsUSA New York 
State Championship in Digital 
Cinema Production. Clarke and 
his teammate Allison Baumgaurd 
from Maine-Endwell High School 
submitted their piece “In Strange 
Company” for the award and traveled
to Kentucky in June for the National 
Competition. The students were given
15 hours to script, shoot and edit 
a film based on their given phrase 
which was ‘Cliff Hanger.’  

The New York Association of 
SkillsUSA is a career technical 
student organization serving students 
in high school and college post-
secondary. It is a partnership of 
students, teachers and industry 
working together to ensure America 
has a skilled workforce. SkillsUSA  
helps each student excel and 
empowers its members to become 
world-class workers, leaders and 
responsible citizens. 
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Congratulations to Binghamton High School’s Top 10
 
Emily Pogson 
Valedictorian 

What are your future plans? 
I plan on attending Cornell University to study biological 
sciences with a concentration in biochemistry. I hope to 

eventually obtain a PhD in pharmacology and go on to do drug research and 
develop pharmaceuticals. 

What has the high school done to help you prepare? The high school offers 
plenty of rigorous courses with many IB and AP classes. Ultimately, it has 
been the teachers who have made a difference though. I’ve had numerous 
teachers who have challenged me and certainly tested my time management 
skills. For these reasons, I’ve become a better student in my time here and 
feel more prepared for college and beyond. 
What is your favorite memory of being in BCSD? 
One of my favorite memories is being on the cross country team. I’ve met 
people I wouldn’t have otherwise known and made a lot of friends. I have 
fond memories of running at the nature preserve with the team in the 
summer, discovering new trails and getting both myself and my friends lost 
in the woods. Also, qualifying for both the New York State and Federation 
Cross Country Championships has enriched my high school experience and 
furthered my love for running. 
What are your words of advice for incoming freshmen? 

Take a few classes that will challenge you, and if you don’t understand 
something, go in and ask for help. I’ve found the teachers here are more than 
willing to spend extra time going over something, and they often appreciate 
the added effort. In fact, I wish I had done this more. Also, take a few fun 
classes, like art or music. I took Media Arts in my freshman year, which I 
didn’t think I would like, but it ended up being a lot of fun and posed a unique 
challenge for someone who is artistically challenged. 
How has your time at BCSD influenced your personal beliefs or values? 
The high school’s diversity - both racially and socioeconomically - has 
enriched my high school experience. I came into high school regarding this 
diverse climate with typical teenage apathy, but I feel it has been an asset to 
my education and my success here. Being exposed to a variety of opinions 
and perspectives has taught me to question my basic assumptions about 
ideas and people. Looking back, I can see how the diversity of opinions I’ve 
encountered at BHS has helped me grow. 
Tell us about your community service/community engagement 
experiences? 
I’ve gotten involved in the local community primarily through the National 
Honor Society and the cross country team. The annual BHS Thanksgiving 
Dinner is one of the most fun volunteering opportunities because there are 
a variety of ways to help, and it’s a great way for the high school to connect 
with the local community. 

Rory Pelella 
Salutatorian 

What are your future plans? 
I will be attending the Schreyer Honors College at the 
Pennsylvania State University next fall. I plan to study 

biology, chemistry, and linguistics in order to gain the foundation I need for 
medical school. My ultimate goal is to become a bilingual physician who 
specializes in women’s health. Aside from my academic endeavors, I will 
spend a significant amount of my time at the Penn State Berkey Creamery, 
indulging in the best ice cream on the planet. 
What has the high school done to help you prepare? 
Throughout my four years of high school, I have been lucky enough to learn 
from some incredible educators. My teachers instilled in me the importance of 
chasing after my dreams and effecting change in the world. A special thanks 
to Mrs. Alston, Ms. Reed, Mr. Pendergast, Ms. LaBarre, Mr. Springer, y mi 
profesora linda Señora Stevens. Outside of the classroom, Coach Cody taught 
me how to persevere and work hard. Thank you Coach for always pushing me 
to do my best and making me laugh along the way! 
What is your favorite memory of being in BCSD? 
My favorite memory of the BCSD was being a part of the New Visions Health 
Academy. This program enabled me to venture outside of the traditional 
classroom setting and into the professional world of medicine. Whether 
it was observing surgeries in the operating room, riding in the back of an 
ambulance, or shadowing doctors and nurses at the local walk-in, there 
was never a dull moment. In addition, I loved volunteering at Binghamton 
High School’s annual Thanksgiving Dinner. This event became an important 
tradition for me and I will miss spending Thanksgiving Day in the BHS 
cafeteria. 
What are your words of advice for incoming freshmen? 
Maintain a balance in your lifestyle. While it is important to work hard in 
school, do not be afraid to have fun. If you’re having too much fun, hit the 
books. Also, wear your sneakers to gym class; you don’t want to make Mr. 
Springer mad. 
How has your time at BCSD influenced your personal beliefs or values? 
Throughout my time in the Binghamton City School District, I have seen 
an increase in aggression and a decrease in cooperation and civility in the 
world around me. This has taught me the importance of always being kind, 
compassionate, and respectful, and standing up for what is right, no matter 
the circumstances. 
Tell us about your community service/community engagement 
experiences? 
One of the most memorable community service projects I have been involved 
in was organizing a Week of Kindness at the high school. I worked alongside 
a group of students in the National Honor Society to find ways to promote 
empathy, compassion, and kindness among the student body. Although we 
piloted this project in 2018, our hope is that the Week of Kindness becomes 
an annual tradition that students take part in for years to come. 

Proud of our Top 10 Patriots 
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Natalie 
Sheehan 
What are your future plans? 
I plan to major in mechanical 
engineering at Tufts 
University. 

What has the high school done to help you 
prepare? 
Binghamton High School has given me all the 
resources I could ever need to prepare for 
my future. The AP and IB classes I’ve taken 
have taught me so much, not only in terms of 
material, but also ways to learn and deal with new 
challenges. The teachers all around the school 
are full of knowledge and support, and any time I 
need something, someone is sure to help. I can’t 
imagine a place that would have prepared me any 
better for the future than here at BHS. 
What is your favorite memory of being in BCSD? 
My favorite part of being at Binghamton has 
certainly been the BHS Music Department. 
Although I’ve made so many lasting memories at 
this school, most of them were from my time in 
one music group or another. From band to chorus 
to steel drum, I’ve had the best times performing 
on stage, spending time in the music suite, and 
visiting new places. I’ve seen shows on Broadway, 
explored New York City, and played steel drums 
at the USS Intrepid, in Baltimore, at a NYSSMA 
Conference, and on parade floats. I wouldn’t trade 
the memories I’ve made with the people in the BHS 
Music Department for anything. 
What are your words of advice for incoming 
freshmen? 
Always try new things, whether it’s taking new 
classes, joining new clubs, or meeting new people. 
Challenge yourself, and never give up! 
How has your time at BCSD influenced your 
personal beliefs or values? 
The memories I’ve made and the people I’ve met 
at Binghamton have influenced me so much. I’ve 
learned to be more open minded and to try new 
things, meet new people, and take more risks. I’ve 
met so many friends, teachers, and even strangers 
that have impacted me so much. I wouldn’t be the 
me I am today without everything I’ve experienced 
as a student at BHS. 
Tell us about your community service/community 
engagement experiences? 
I volunteered for the Thanksgiving Dinner this year 
for the first time, and wish I had done it before as 
well. I helped in the preparation the day before, and 
at the meal on Thanksgiving. It was so amazing 
and rewarding to see all of the volunteers working 
together to serve the people in our community 
who needed a place to spend the holiday. All the 
hard work put into preparing the meal paid off the 
next day, when I watched as happy faces greeted 
strangers and ate a much appreciated meal. The 

sense of community I felt that day was incredible. 
I had the chance to meet some of the guests, and 
they were all so grateful to have a place and people 
to spend the holiday with. Even though I was just 
a small part of the force it took to bring the meal 
together, I knew I had a part in bringing holiday 
joy to those who needed it most, and it was an 
experience I’ll never forget. 

Elise White 
What are your future plans? 
In the fall, I will be pursuing 
a B.S. in biochemistry and 
biophysics at Rensselaer 
Polytechnic Institute, where 
I also intend to get involved 

in undergraduate research and participate on the 
tennis team. After graduating, I plan to attend 
medical school to pursue an MD PhD, the PhD 
being in biochemistry. My ultimate goal is to 
do research that brings comfort and hope into 
the hearts of the sick, and to ensure a cure for 
Alzheimer’s Disease prevails in my lifetime. 
What has the high school done to help you 
prepare? 
Throughout my last two years of high school, 
I was fortunate enough to participate in the IB 
Diploma Program as an IB Diploma Candidate. 
Though I admit the workload was daunting at first 
– as were the perplexing issues being discussed 
in my Theory of Knowledge class – I cannot think 
of a better way to have dedicated my time. The 
IB Diploma Program has not only taught me to 
properly manage my time, manage stress, and 
write papers in an instant, but also to question 
my own perception of the world around me and 
become more accepting of diverse viewpoints. I 
have become more aware of the differences that 
separate us, and have learned to embrace and 
appreciate them, not to mention completing the 
program was exceptionally rewarding. Having this 
experience has truly prepared me for college in 
ways other aspects of high school simply cannot. 
What is your favorite memory of being in BCSD? 
My favorite memory of being in BCSD is 
undoubtedly the time I spent playing at 1st singles 
on the varsity tennis team, learning to overcome 
both mental and physical obstacles. 
What are your words of advice for incoming 
freshmen? 
You are about to begin an exhilarating adventure; 
there will be easy parts, like walking across the 
street, and there will be hard parts, like climbing 
a mountain. Whatever you do, be sure not to fear 
the hard parts. Failure is often the greatest key 
to success. Additionally, if you feel as if you are 
limited in your journey to success, just remember 
that limits exist only to inspire creativity. Embrace 
your limitations and your failures, and do whatever 
is necessary to shoot for the stars. I believe in you. 

How has your time at BCSD influenced your 
personal beliefs or values? 
The diverse atmosphere BCSD has to offer has 
allowed me to become a much more accepting, 
understanding, aware and open-minded individual, 
eager to learn more about differing viewpoints in 
the world. 
Tell us about your community service/community 
engagement experiences? 
For the past three years, I have served as the 
president of the Binghamton High School 
Science Club, where I worked to promote student 
engagement in STEM fields and scientific research. 
I have also given talks about my own research 
both to students in the BCSD, as well as to 
students in the Syracuse area. Outside of science, 
I have been a lector at St. Patrick’s Church, have 
tutored students in Mandarin, have worked in the 
Binghamton High School Trinity Garden, have 
raised funds for Binghamton Dollars For Scholars, 
and have also served as a ball runner for the 
annual Levene, Gouldin & Thompson Tennis 
Challenger. I was also the senior serving chair in 
the recent Binghamton High School Thanksgiving 
Day Community Dinner. In my sophomore year, I 
was involved with Maria Aimoniotis’ production of 
“Alice In Wonderland” to raise scholarship money 
to support the education of women. 

Theresa Larson 
What are your future plans? 
To study either aerospace, 
mechanical, or robotics 
engineering at the Worcester 
Polytechnic Institute. I also 
plan to continue with music 

and theater in college. 
What has the high school done to help you 
prepare? 
To help me prepare BHS has given me a preview 
to how much work I’ll have in college. Taking 
high level classes and participating in many 
extracurricular activities at BHS has helped me to 
very greatly improve my time management skills 
and learn how to work in teams. It helped me to 
learn some of the basics of engineering through 
the PLTW program. 
What is your favorite memory of being in BCSD? 
My favorite memory of being in the BCSD centers 
on the Fine Arts Department. The arts department 
through the whole district makes it so students 
can participate in whatever branch of the fine 
arts they enjoy and truly have an opportunity to 
shine when they may not get that opportunity 
elsewhere. Throughout my years of school, the 
arts department became like a second home to me. 
What are your words of advice for incoming 
freshmen? 
I would like to advise incoming freshman to try 
something new while they are in high school. Take 

See Top Ten,next page 
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Top Ten, continued 
an elective that you aren’t sure about, because you 
might just fall in love with that subject - that’s how 
I grew to love engineering. Also, make sure you 
don’t overbook yourself. Participate in activities 
that you enjoy, preferably multiple ones, but don’t 
put yourself in a spot where you are constantly 
stressed from everything that needs to be done. 
How has your time at BCSD influenced your 
personal beliefs or values? 
BCSD has shown me that no matter who you 
are, there is always a place for you. It’s made me 
value the friendships that have formed and shown 
me that they are all important. BSCD has taught 
me the value of hard work and commitment and 
helped me to achieve the goals I have strived for. 
Tell us about your community service/community 
engagement experiences? 
I’ve had the opportunity to help out with many 
different community activities, both in and out of 
the district. I helped with Safety Town for multiple 
summers, I’ve participated in many different 
musical activities for the community through both 
the district and the Binghamton Youth Symphony 
Orchestra, and I’ve danced in parades multiple 
times too. I’ve also had the opportunity to help in 
the stage crew of two musicals over at East Middle 
School, which was extremely fun. 

Ella Egan 
What are your future plans? 
I will be attending the 
University of Minnesota, 
Twin Cities. I am currently 
a mechanical engineering 
major, although I plan to 

switch. 
What has the high school done to help you 
prepare? 
The music department, in particular, has provided 
me with a support network to help me take on 
challenging classes and achieve my best. 
What is your favorite memory of being in BCSD? 
The steel drum band trips to Baltimore, NYC, and 
Rochester. 
What are your words of advice for incoming 
freshmen? 
Learn to study. It sounds obvious, but it’ll really 
help. 
How has your time at BCSD influenced your 
personal beliefs or values? 
My friends here have showed me news ways of 
looking at the world which have influenced how I 
see and react to it. 
Tell us about your community service/community 
engagement experiences? 
I have volunteered at Kopernik Observatory and 
Science Center for several summers now, helping 
out with summer camps and special events. 

Avia Hailey 
What are your future plans? 
To attend Colorado College 
and get a bachelor’s 
in education with a 
concentration in history, 
and then a master’s in 

administration. Then I plan on teaching history to 
high school students. My final career goal is to 
become a superintendent of schools. 
What has the high school done to help you 
prepare? 
Advanced classes such as AP and IB courses have 
helped me achieve a holistic and well rounded 
education. I feel prepared to take on the world due 
to the deeper sense of learning I’ve developed. 
What is your favorite memory of being in BCSD? 
My favorite memory is getting to celebrate my 
18th birthday in my favorite class with the best 
teacher. She made it the most special day possible 
and I’ll certainly remember it for many years to 
come. Thank you MG. 
What are your words of advice for incoming 
freshmen? 
Challenge yourself and take advantage of all the 
wonderful opportunities that BHS has to offer. 
Also never close yourself off to the people around 
you, because they’re the ones who truly make high 
school memorable. 
How has your time at BCSD influenced your 
personal beliefs or values? 
The strong sense of community and togetherness 
interwoven in the district has truly helped show me 
the importance of empathy and being connected to 
others. It’s a concept that’s so key because we all 
need one another in order to flourish. 
Tell us about your community service/community 
engagement experiences? 
My favorite community engagement experience 
was most certainly the annual Thanksgiving 
dinner. Decorating the main cafeteria with art work 
from all over the district was phenomenal. Also 
seeing the community come together for such a 
great cause is life-changing. 

Marla 
Olmstead 
What are your future plans? 
I will attend Boston 
University, undeclared. 
What has the high school 

done to help you prepare? 
The courses here have helped me develop a strong 
work ethic, especially AP World History in 10th 
grade. All of the self-driven work forced me to be 
motivated and to get everything I could out of the 
work, without relying on others. 
What is your favorite memory of being in BCSD? 
Hanging out in Madame Collins’ room at lunch 

every day in eighth grade. 
What are your words of advice for incoming 
freshmen? 
Don’t be afraid to challenge yourself and work 
hard at everything you do. It just becomes habit 
and will pay off in the end. Also, find an activity 
outside of class that interests you and get involved 
to give yourself a little bit of a break. 
How has your time at BCSD influenced your 
personal beliefs or values? 
My time here has taught me to appreciate and 
learn from the different dimensions of diversity. 
Tell us about your community service/community 
engagement experiences? 
I have helped with the Thanksgiving dinner at the 
high school, the Breast Cancer Walk, Relay for 
Life, the LUMA Festival, and many other events 
and organizations during my time here. 

Maylin Vititow 
What are your future plans? 
I will be attending 
Binghamton University in the 
fall to major in biology while 
conducting neuroscience 
research. After completing 

my bachelor’s degree, I plan to graduate from 
medical school and specialize in a career in 
cardiology. 
What has the high school done to help you 
prepare? 
I had the opportunity to take multiple IB and AP 
classes throughout high school to get a sense of 
the rigor of college courses. I was able to build a 
substantial resume from volunteering for many 
of Binghamton’s fundraisers and events for their 
students. In addition, I became a more well-
rounded individual from meeting new people when 
I joined different clubs. 
What is your favorite memory of being in BCSD? 
My favorite memory of BCSD is when I joined the 
cross country and track & field teams. I made 
many new friends while running for Binghamton 
and developed a lasting sense of teamwork and 
bonding with my peers. Running also helped to 
shape a sense of motivation that I carried with me 
in my studies. 
What are your words of advice for incoming 
freshmen? 
It may take some time to find supportive friends, 
and that’s OK. Be patient, because true friends 
show themselves over time, and join a club. You 
never know who you might meet (and it also looks 
great on college applications). On that note, it 
is crucial to find a balance between friends and 
studies. While it may be fun to stay up late talking 
to a friend, your test scores the next day won’t 
reflect well on your capabilities. Finally, BHS can 
be a confusing place when you first arrive, but try 
to take advantage of everything the school has to 
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offer. There are plenty of resources and people 
available to help you graduate and succeed. 
How has your time at BCSD influenced your 
personal beliefs or values? 
My time at BCSD has shaped my character into 
that of a more open-minded being. The level of 
acceptance and advocacy towards different groups 
of people, minorities or the LGBTQ community, 
for instance, helped me find my own sense of 
belonging and become more aware of the different 
cultures within my school. This acceptance has 
also pushed me to want to better my community 
and bring forth a similar sense of inclusion within 
my future work. 
Tell us about your community service/community 
engagement experiences? 
I have volunteered since my freshman year 
at Lourdes Hospital, where I have acted as a 
pharmaceutical assistant and served within other 
departments, as well. I have volunteered within 
BHS as a member of the Parent-Teacher Student 
Associaton and National Honor Society to organize 
events, such as homecoming and the after-prom, 
and to raise money for charity organizations, 
including Relay for Life. In addition, I was a 

participant in putting together events such as 
the staff appreciation breakfast and the annual 
Thanksgiving dinner. 

Anna Gilroy 
What are your future plans? 
I will be attending SUNY 
Geneseo to study early 
childhood/childhood 
education. 

What has the high school done to help you 
prepare? 
The high school has exposed me to people from a 
variety of backgrounds and experiences. Because 
of the diversity in the school, both in terms of 
people and programs, I have been able to come 
into my own. I have also been challenged by the 
rigorous courses here at the school, which has 
shown me just what I am capable of when I work 
hard. 
What is your favorite memory of being in BCSD? 
My favorite memory is a fairly recent one. I 
will never forget playing Lola in our production 
of “Damn Yankees.” It was such an amazing 
experience! 

What are your words of advice for incoming 
freshmen? 
Get involved! The high school has so many classes 
and clubs for every different interest. Getting 
involved in all that the school has to offer allows 
you to meet people that share your interests and 
spend time doing what you love. 
How has your time at BCSD influenced your 
personal beliefs or values? 
BCSD has made me a much more tolerant and 
understanding person. I am open to different 
beliefs and ideas, and appreciate different points of 
views. Hearing what other people think allows me 
to firm my own beliefs. 
Tell us about your community service/community 
engagement experiences? 
I am very involved in my church, St. James. I teach 
6th grade religious education on Sundays and am 
the music director at vacation bible school over 
the summer. I am also involved in many events 
through my dance studio, the Carle School of Irish 
Dance. I both teach and dance for the studio. We 
dance all around the community at various events, 
especially during the St. Patrick’s Day season. 

MacArthur Principal Wins Prestigious DATA Education Award 

MacArthur Elementary Principal, Maria McIver was recently awarded the annual New York State Data Analysis 
Technical Assistance Group Excellence in Education Award. Known as the Dr. Gerald E. DeMauro Award, it recognizes an 
individual who has made a significant contribution to the educational performance of students by promoting data-driven 
policies. 

McIver has used data and information to provide insight into the decisions she has made in support of the 
teaching and learning in MacArthur. She has used that data to alter alignment of appropriate curriculum 
and instruction and, to date, each of the grade levels in her building have experienced tremendous gains. 

Although data isn’t the only tool McIver uses to make decisions for her students, she said it’s one of the 
most important. 

“I don’t just look at the number or letter,” she said. “I ask questions to dissect what the data means. When 
the data shows growth, I celebrate these accomplishments and have teachers share what was specifically 
done so others can try those approaches, and if no gains were made I ask ‘what can we do differently and 
how can we help students improve?’” 

She said she was caught off guard when she heard that she was nominated for the award and said when she heard that she won, 

she was quite flattered. 


“Maria works diligently to ensure that her teachers are equipped to be leaders in the classroom,” said Tonia Thompson, 

superintendents of schools. “I have witnessed her unwavering commitment to her students and faculty, using data as a talking 

point to lift understanding, build an atmosphere of trust and underscore a sense of urgency that has resulted in tremendous 

achievement for students.” 


The New York State Data Analysis Technical Assistance Group consists of education experts who provide a leadership role 

in identifying, cataloging and modeling best practices in the analysis and use of data for New York state schools. Nominees 

were required to demonstrate outstanding leadership in promoting the policies of an organization that affects the educational 

performance of students. 




Class of 2018 
320 BHS Graduates 
133 High honor graduates with a GPA of 
87 or higher • 214 Graduates will go on to 
attend college at 73 different  
institutions including: 

Cornell  
Boston University  
George Washington University  
Syracuse University  
New York University  
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute and 
more. 

• 100 Graduates with a Rod Serling School of Fine 
Arts Distinction • 27 Graduates with Project Lead 
the Way Distinction • 9 Graduates will serve in the 
Armed Forces • 9 Graduates of the P-Tech Program 
• 8 Graduates from the International Baccalaureate 
Career-Related Program • 4 Graduates with a full 

International Baccalaureate Diploma  
• 94 Students received scholarships  
• $175,000 in scholarships was awarded 
• 4,000 hours of community service was 

Cong
complet

ratulations 
ed by the senior class





Proud of our Patriots 
his past spring, five teams from Binghamton High School were named 

2018 Scholar Athlete Teams by the New York State Public High School Athletic 
Association. To be eligible, teams must have 75 percent of their roster achieve a 
GPA of 90 or above. 

Congratulations to the following teams: 
• Baseball • Boys Tennis •Girls Lacrosse  

  •Girls Track and Field  • Softball 

T

Patriot Pride 
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Ceremony Recognizes 

Dedicated Employees
 

More than 50 Binghamton City School District 
employees were honored during the annual Dedicated 
Employee Reception on June 20. 
Employees who have served the district 
for 20 years were celebrated for their 
outstanding commitment to educating, 
empowering and challenging the 
students of the district. The ceremony 
also recognized the retirement of 27 
employees. Among this group of retirees 
were maintenance workers, teachers, aides and administrators. 
Superintendent Tonia Thompson said that, although these 
employees would be retiring, they will always have a home 
within the district and will always be part of the BCSD family. 

20 years of service Retirees 
Margaret Annunziata Kelly James Cheri Andrews
 
Kelly Bough Robert Johnson Susan Baumlin
 

Kathleen Kanaley Deborah
Kristin Korba        Brombacher Prince 
Daniel Miller Marianne Cashman 
Connie Reardon Daryl Hartzell 
Joan Reid Kevin Houghtaling 
Carin Shaffer Diane Jasper 

Debra Card Joel Smales Martin Klein 
Raymond Chilson Jeffrey Smith Daniel Labarr 
Antonio Cipolla Colleen Spring Annette Minarcin 
Maureen Colling Timothy Stayton Debra Petrosky 
Lissa Connelly Elizabeth Starks Lonna Pierce 
Caroline Fetterman Charles Wilson Deborah Sluzar 
Donald Griffin Shirley Woolbright Melissa Tingley 

  Michael Holly Mary-Anne Yacaginsky Janice Vercolen 
Mark Ward 
Lucille Weaver 
Judith Wetsig 
Karen Whalen 
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Reimagine Binghamton

East Middle Students Take On Big Projects 

Sixth-grade students in the Challenge Program at East and West middle schools took part in a project that let them 
Reimagine Binghamton. The students worked on projects all 
year that they believe will help rejuvenate the economy, fix 
eyesores and create more inviting spaces. 

Challenge enrichment teachers at East and West came up with 
the idea for the project the previous school year and said that, 
this past school year, they allowed the students to pick larger-

scale projects. Kim Sanford, 
the Challenge Enrichment 
teacher at East, said the 
students were tasked with 
creating a project that would 
benefit Binghamton for the 
foreseeable future. 

“This year was kind of the sky’s the limit,” she said. “A student 
could think of any project that they wanted to do in the city that 
they thought was really needed.” 

Some of the projects included creating community centers, 
dog parks, solar-powered energy, adult education classes and 
community gardens. 

“It helps them really think about their own community,” 
Sanford said. “We look at the world so much with students, and 
this really gives them the opportunity to zero in on their area of 
the world and think about what do we really need and how can 
we be global citizens in the future and make those changes.” 

One of the ways the students will be able to make changes is 
by presenting their projects to local business leaders. The top 
10 projects at each middle school were presented to members 
of the chamber of commerce, the Koffman Incubator and the 
mayor’s office.  

Sixth-grade student Rachel Badura came up with an idea for 
vending machines for the homeless in Binghamton. She said 
the idea is based on a program that is already in place in the 
United Kingdom called Action Hunger. She would like to see 
Binghamton implement these vending machines, which would 
dole out blankets, food and other supplies that might allow a 
homeless person to get themselves back on their feet. 

The students had to not only think of an idea, they had to find 
a location for it, decide how it would be managed and even 
come up with a working budget for the project. Badura said 
she had to investigate the project and find out how it could be 
implemented locally. 

“You have to keep researching and researching to find more 
information to help them see your point,” she said. “It’s so 
much fun.” 
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Arts In Action Program

Integrates Art in Elementary Curriculum 
This year, third-graders across the Binghamton district have 
been participating in puppetry workshops as part of the “Arts in 
Action” art-integration project. 

Margaret McGarry, the director of fine arts and world 
languages, said the idea to incorporate the workshops into the 
curriculum came as a result of the Fine Art Task Force. The task 
force wanted an initiative to create opportunities to develop 
integrated-arts units for general classroom teachers. 

“The reason why arts integration holds so much potential for the 
classroom is the power of art to engage students,” McGarry said. 
“It encourages students to experiment, allows them to create 
and apply what they were learning in the classroom to tangible 
products that they make. It also allows teachers to differentiate 
their instruction and it builds collaboration between students and 
the teacher.” 

Renee DeSantis, an art teacher at Roosevelt Elementary, and 
McGarry worked with third-grade teachers in the district to 
develop workshops, performances and supplementary book-
making workshops during superintendent’s conference days 
throughout the year. One teacher from each building volunteered 
to be the liaison to plan the events. 

“We looked for a way to integrate the arts with existing 
curriculum to enhance the learning that was already going on, 
and the third-grade writers’ workshop curriculum on fairytales 
was the perfect fit,” DeSantis said. 

McGarry believes that there are two very important pieces that 
lend to the project’s success. 

“One, the students develop a greater appreciation for the guest 
artist coming to perform by attending the pre-workshop on 
how the puppets work and learning the artist’s intent,” 
she said. “Two, the students have the opportunity 
to create their own art and apply what they have 
learned in the classroom to their individual project.” 

Part of “Arts in Action” included pre-workshops 
instructed by the Catskill Puppet Theater. The 
Catskill Puppet Theater was established in 1979 by 
John Potocnik and Carol Mandigo and performs 
all over the world. The group has performed in 
Japan, Canada, Italy and Greece and performs for 
more than 100,000 people annually. 

Mandigo is the co-founder and artistic director for 
the Catskill Puppet Theater. She has been working 
with McGarry and DeSantis to put together the 
program. 

“We come in and we do a workshop with the 
kids and explain all the different facets of 
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puppetry and story writing and how to 
put a show together and the technical 
things,” Mandigo said. “And during the 
workshop, the kids actually have the 
chance to put their own little shadow 
puppet show together real quickly and 
perform it themselves.” 

During the workshops, the students get 
to see all kinds of different puppets, from 
the classic hand puppets to elaborate 
marionettes. After the workshops, the 
students get to see the puppets in action 
during a puppet show. 

“The hopes are that during the 
performance they will have a better 
understanding of what goes into putting 
a show together and learn more about 
puppetry and my personal hope is that 
they will do it themselves,” Mandigo 
said. 

Mandigo said she hopes that the 
workshops paired with the performances 
lead the students to pursue careers in the 
arts. 

“The kids have been super involved and 
excited about learning about the inner 
workings of the puppets, which was 
really surprising to me,” she said. “It’s 
been wonderful for the kids, they’ve 
been so enthusiastic.” 

McGarry said although this is the first 
year of the “Arts in Action” program she 
hopes to expand the program next year 
to include students in fourth grade. 

“This year we focused on grade three, 
but next year we hope to expand. This 
way the fourth-grade students will have 
already had the experience of 
developing projects through the 
arts.” 

BHS Choir 
Records 
Holiday 
Album 
This past school year the 
Binghamton High School 
Davidge Choir worked with 
On Point Productions in 

Binghamton to professionally record holiday songs for their upcoming album. 


Binghamton High School Choir Director Jen Easley said the idea to record an 

album came from Superintendent Tonia Thompson, who heard the group perform at 

a Rotary Club meeting earlier in the year. 


“It’s amazing and it’s been a wonderful experience for the students,” Easley said. 

She went on to say that the students were given the opportunity to vote on their top 

six songs to record They have been going to the studio since the beginning of June 

and recording in small groups, organized by vocal range. 


Sophomore Paige McNett said going to the studio gave her insight into what she 

wants to do in the future. 


“I’ve always loved singing,” she said. “Going to the studio was a little taste of fame. 

It was really nerve-racking, but a good nerve-racking.”
	

Because the students recorded separately in groups, they weren’t able to hear a 

musical selection in its entirety. 


“It was really different, because we’ve always practiced as a big group. The altos 

were the first group that went, and we had no other voices singing with us,” McNett 

said. She said she was surprised that they had to wear large headphones while in the 

studio. 


“You obviously hear yourself every day, but you don’t really hear yourself the way 

other people hear you,” McNett said. “And that’s what the headphones did, because 

they picked up everything the microphone did.
	
“When we were singing, it was weird because I only heard one person and that 

person only heard another person and we never heard each other blended well, and 

then we took off our headphones and it was fine.” 


McNett said she heard the combined musical selections and thought they sounded 

really clean and clear.
	
Easley said this is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity for some of her students who 

may never have the opportunity to sing in a professional recording studio. Erin 

Hager, a junior planning to attend college for theater, said the recording process was 

very easy. “It was everything I thought it would be,” she said. “I never imagined 

we’d be in a recording studio performing our songs.” 


Easley said she hopes the choir’s CD is mixed and ready to distribute before the 

holiday season. 
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Students, staff and community members celebrated their hard work 
by holding an opening for their school 

garden at West Middle on June 6, 
with members of the community in 
attendance. The goal of the community 
garden is to foster relationships among 
the West family and the surrounding 
neighborhood. 

Tessa Pozzi-Morgan is the collaborative 
coach at West. She said the students and 
staff have been involved in every aspect 
of creating the garden, from constructing 
the raised beds to planting the crops. 

“We can combine science and nature and 
art and just really build a community 

and teach the kids skills,” she said. 

Students and community members 
had been volunteering their time to not 

only work in the garden, 
but to also help create 
a 100-square-foot tile 
mosaic, coordinated by 
Emily Jablon of Jablon 
Studios. The mosaic, 
a Lisa Frank-inspired 
vision, features jungle 
animals, including 
monkeys, a parrot and a 
tiger. It also features the 
words “blossom,” “grow” 
and “bloom.” 

Jablon said this was the first mosaic that 
she has created within a school district. 
Jablon actually brought the studio to the 
students and invited the community in to 
help two days a week. 

She said she loved being able to work 
with the students. 

“The kids really like doing it,” she said. 
“They can be proud of it and it will be 
there for the rest of their lives.” 

Alex MacBlane worked on the mosaic 
during art class and said the tile 
work really appealed to him and his 

perfectionist nature. 

“I like how I can make it fit together like 
a puzzle,” he said. “This is a lot of fun 

and I really like it.” 

The vision for the garden is to provide 
a space and opportunity for students 
to learn, while enjoying the outdoors 
and to give back to the school and local 
community. Pozzi-Morgan said the 
garden will eventually feature 12 raised 
garden beds and that the community 
members are welcome to come care for 
the garden and celebrate the harvest. 
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Tri-M Music Honor Society 
Recognizes Exceptional 
Student Musicians
 

On April 24, 18 new members 
were inducted into the Tri-M Music 
Honor Society at Binghamton High 
School. The Tri-M Music Honor 
Society is an international program 
of the National Association for Music 
Education dedicated to the recognition 
of exceptional music in grades 6-12. 

The student-musicians who were 
inducted were recognized for not only 
their academic and musical talents, 
but also their character, dedication 
and leadership skills. To apply for 
membership, the students must be 
recommended by the BHS music faculty 
and submit an application, formal 
transcript, list of musical achievements 
and a brief essay describing what service 
project they believe the community 
might need. The students also needed 
to have maintained a 92 grade point 
average in all music classes, with a 
cumulative 88 average grade in other 
academic subjects. 

Elizabeth Bartlett, a music teacher at 
the high school, started the chapter last 
school year. She said that the candidates 
must demonstrate respect, responsibility, 
trustworthiness, fairness, caring and 
citizenship. 

“Tri-M is the only national honor society 
for student musicians in the country,” 
Bartlett said. “It highlights BHS’s 
music program and gives students the 
opportunity to perform, lead and serve. 
What is so special about Tri-M, besides 
the service aspects, is the beautiful, 
shared experiences these students have 
as a group of musicians.” 

Tri-M is a service-based organization 
that focuses on creating future leaders 
in music education and music advocacy. 
Bartlett said it was important to her to 
start the chapter at BHS because she 

felt that the student-
musicians needed a 
way to showcase their 
successes in other 
ways than through 
school concerts. 

“Our students needed 
a way to give back 
to the community 
through using their 
shared musical gifts 
to lift up, empower 
and support others,” 
Bartlett said. 

Currently the chapter’s 
service project is 
working as concert assistants. Each 
member attends elementary and middle 
school spring concerts as helpers. 

“These students are looked upon as 
mentors to our young musicians, often 
performing with them or assisting 
the music teachers, and all around 
being positive role models for our 
young musicians,” Bartlett said. “We 
are hoping to expand next year into 
partnering up Tri-M members with 
elementary schools students to become 
practice buddies. Tri- M students hope 
to inspire the next generation of  BCSD 
musicians.” 

This was the second year for Tri-M, 
which now has 40 members. The music 
honor society also inducted its first 
honorary member, Allen Thompson, a 
former band director who retired from 
BCSD after 35 years of teaching. He 
touched the lives of many students 
through music and has said that music 
will always be part of his life. Music 
is also part of his family’s life, in that 
his daughter is Wendi Stetson, a music 
teacher for MacArthur Elementary 
School and two of his granddaughters 
are part of the Tri-M Music Honor 
Society. 
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BHS Science Fair winners
 
Can Spinach Grow in Martian Soil ? 

The Binghamton High School 
Science Club had many successes to 
celebrate this year, including two mem-
bers advancing to the New York State 
Science Congress in June. The Science 
Club, which was started in 2016 through 

a grant from the Binghamton City 
School Foundation, is open to all BHS 
students who share a love of science. 

The students have competed in a number 
of science fairs, locally and regionally. 
These students aren’t working with 
models of the galaxy or exploding 
volcanos. Instead, they’ve been studying 
the effects of oxytocin on tetrahymena 
mating, the effect of temperature on 
the development of tobacco horn worm 
larvae, and the effects of antibiotics 

on the development of drosopila 
melanogaster larvae (just to name a 
few). 

In the Southern Tier Scholastic Science 
Fair in March, members of the Science 
Club earned two gold medals, two silver 

medals and a bronze 
medal. Sophomore 
Brennan Kumpon was 
also chosen to advance 
to the New York State 
Science Congress in 
Buffalo, which was 
held in June. Kumpon’s 
project studied whether 
or not spinach can grow 
effectively in Martian 
soil. 

BHS senior Elise White 
volunteered at the 
Southern Tier Scholastic 
Science Fair and was 
nominated by the SUNY  

Broome local chapter of Sigma Xi for 
Student Explorer Membership. This is 
the highest honor a high school student 
can achieve in this international honor 
society of science and engineering. 
Sigma Xi’s membership includes over 
200 Nobel Prize winners. 

At the Central New York Science and 
Engineering Fair in Syracuse, the club 
also earned top honors. Two students 
received high honors medallions, and 

one was awarded an honors medallion. 
BHS junior Samantha Tuberman was 
chosen to represent Central New York 
at the New York State Science Congress 
in June. Tuberman’s project studied the 
effects of antibiotics on the development 
of drosopila melanogaster larvae. 

Science club members also received 
numerous certificates, awards, 
scholarships and medals throughout the 
year. 
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